THE LEARNING SUPPORT
DEPARTMENT

The Learning Support Department
Beaudesert Park is a mixed ability school. The Learning Support Department plays a key role in supporting and
teaching pupils to ensure they progress confidently within the curriculum and when taking any assessments. We
believe that dyslexia and all learning differences are a potential asset, and we work on this to build children’s
confidence.
The Learning Support Department works throughout the whole school, from Pre-prep to Year 8, following the
Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (2015). We offer support for many different reasons,
including dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia and ADHD. All teachers at Beaudesert can support pupils with SEN and
differentiate for them in the classroom.
Sometimes a pupil requires further support in the form of one-to-one specialist teaching. Our Learning Support
team is comprised of specialist, experienced and qualified teachers.

How are pupils referred?
We run a dyslexia screener for all pupils in Year 2 and Year 5, and track pupils’ progress through a comprehensive
set of assessments administered in the classroom. Pupils may also be referred by their teachers to the Head
of Learning Support. This is then followed up by communication with parents, in-class observations, and, if
necessary, in-house assessment. We use up-to-date assessment materials to inform us of a pupil’s needs. Findings
from observations and assessments are discussed with the parents, at which stage one-to-one tuition may be
recommended. An in-house assessment may also determine whether further professional involvement and
assessment is necessary. We also encourage parents to share observations from time at home, including family
history, as soon as questions arise about a child’s learning.
Individual lessons
SEN support follows the four-part cycle of Assess Plan Do Review. Individualised programmes of work are
created, and pupils are encouraged to take ownership when target setting. These programmes are shared with
parents or guardians and the pupil’s teachers.
The Learning Support Department is well-resourced with multi-sensory and evidence-based programmes to
develop reading, comprehension skills, spelling, and numeracy. Lessons may also include memory skills, such as
sequencing; visual skills for tracking; handwriting and study skills, to name but a few.

Most importantly, pupils are helped to develop confidence in their ability, break down barriers to learning and
develop skills for life.
Learning Support and Observations in Lessons
As well as doing in-class observations at the referral stage, Learning Support teachers may go into classrooms to
observe or work with their current pupils, seeing if the skills taught in their support lessons are being applied in the
classroom. Where considered the best option, some pupils receive more specialist attention within the class. This
allows the subject teacher to create smaller and more focussed work groups and gives the LS teachers an invaluable
insight on how the their skills as specialist teachers can be applied. This interaction, plus informal communication
and teacher INSETS run by the Department, ensure that all teachers understands the needs of their pupils.
How do we measure progress?
We measure progress both quantitatively and qualitatively. Quantitative means measuring using data scores for
reading and spelling as well as numeracy, both in classwork and in specialised LS assessments. Qualitative means
using observations and reflection. The teacher responsible for a pupil’s learning support assesses pupil progress
against their targets each term. This assessment informs next steps of planning and support.
How do we feedback progress and communicate?
A pupil’s Individualised Programme of Work is the main document used to convey aims, targets and progress to
teachers and parents. In the Autumn Term we send parents the details of the Programme of Work. This includes
the teaching tips that we recommended to our teaching staff, to ensure that a child’s needs are understood and that
they are being differentiated for in the classroom.
At the end of the Autumn Term we will send a comment and update with any relevant scores.
In the Summer Term, we send parents a review of progress with a comment on the development that a child has
made through LS lessons.

Parents are given the opportunity for detailed and confidential meetings with their child’s Learning Support
Teacher each term. In addition, the LS teachers may make an informal phone call, or just send a positive email
informing parents of a ‘wow’ moment in a lesson. Regular and frequent communication is central to supporting
all our children.
Further assessment
If a pupil requires a more detailed assessment of their specific needs, parents are advised to seek an external
assessment, usually with an Educational Psychologist. This is usually a half day assessment which looks at many
aspects of the pupil’s learning profile and produces comprehensive teaching recommendations. We also liaise with
Speech and Language Therapists and Occupational Therapists and pupils can receive specialist sessions in school.
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