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This booklet is intended as a guide to help you chart the process of choosing the
next school for your child, however it is most definitely not a replacement for the
most important thing in this process: the conversations you have with us and the
help we can offer to you.
We are here to help, and there are a few key pointers to try to remember:
■ Do not overcomplicate it.
■ There will be a fantastic school suited to your child.
■ Try to hear your own voice, not the voices of others.
■ Do not forget to let your children enjoy their time here.
The final point is probably the most important of all. If we worry too much about
what is to come (and preparing our children for it), we can forget the joy of living
and learning in the moment. This can inadvertently have a negative impact on the
whole process.

Who can help you…?
Everyone at Beaudesert is here to help you in one way or another, and all staff are
well experienced in helping to prepare our children in different ways.
■ Teachers
Try to listen carefully to what your child’s teachers tell you about the progress they
are making and their developing character and interests. This will help you to find
a school that is a ‘good fit’.
■ Mrs Jessica Grech (Head’s PA)
Jessica will help guide you through different timings, registration for testing,
preparing references, arranging interview practice, and much more. She is always
on the end of the phone and it is a good thing to keep her informed of your
thinking, visits and registrations.
■ Mrs Helen Bradley (Assistant Head, Academic)
Helen will help by giving you academic specific advice and also helps with
preparation for pre-testing and reasoning assessments.
■ Mrs Rachael Austen (Head of English) & Mrs Alison Hodges (Head of Maths)
Rachael and Alison can offer particular help to you and your children with 11+
preparation and ISEB pre-test familiarisation.
■ Maths and English teachers
Most preparation for assessments happen in the classrooms through good teaching
and familiarisation with the different tests your children will face.
■ Headmaster
I am always available to offer school advice, I write references for all of the children
and enjoy interview practice with every child in the school before they make their
visits.

do not want children prepared like robots for
“ We
interviews leaving us to peel away the layers until we find
the true child beneath.
”
-Senior School Head.

Timeline
The timings below are not strictly set and will vary depending on the schools you
may be considering, this is a rough guide. All schools follow their own admissions
timelines, please check carefully on individual webistes.
Year 4 – Research
This is still very early to be considering senior schools however, if you want to, you
could start to:
■ Research schools.
■ Possibly seek early indicators of potential schools by talking about your child’s
progress at school and also their developing passions and interests.
■ Make some early school visits.
■ Talk to others and hear their opinions, but be prepared to form your own!
Year 5 – Start to get to know senior schools
■ Make school visits (no more than ten) either at open days or through personal
tours. Schools vary what they will offer at different times.
■ Meet with me (please book an appointment). It is always good to come with
some initial ideas. You may want to do some early school visits before this
meeting.
■ Try to finalise a list of three or four schools (although you may find one clear
front-runner).
■ Some registrations are required by the end of Year 5, check with the school.
■ Senior school preparation will begin at Beaudesert (‘Moving On’, pre-test
familiarisation).
■ Specific preparation for 11+ entrance assessments, where needed, will begin.
Year 6 – Entrance procedures begin
■ Register with schools, if you have not already done so (be aware of deadlines).
■ Assessments and interviews begin to take place at a number of schools.
■ Some places are offered by the end of the Autumn or Spring terms.
■ We help by writing references, preparing children for assessments and
transferring information.
■ We may have a second meeting during Year 6, following visits, registrations and
possibly after the first round of assessments.
Years 7 and 8
■ Further assessments and interviews begin to take place at a number of schools.
■ Preparation for 13+ Common Entrance exams and scholarships begins.
■ Your children will be enjoying their fantastic final years at Prep school.

Some early things to consider when comparing schools
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

The type of school.
Boarding or day (many now offer weekly and flexi-boarding).
Co-ed or single sex.
‘Academic’ or rounded.
11+ or 13+.
Location – distance from home. Be careful of logistics, especially as your child
gets older and has more commitments.
Qualifications –A Levels, IB or vocational.
‘Academic’ expectations – right from the start, look at schools that suit your
child academically. We may help them pass exams, but will they thrive in their
new school?
‘Traditional’ or a more progressive approach.
Do not forget the reputation of schools can be cyclical (change of Head,
parental ‘chat’, reviews) but reputation is not everything. Try to feel it for
yourself!

There is no correct answer to any of these points, indeed some might not matter
to you at all, but it is worth thinking about your non-negotiables.
Try to remember, you are not looking for a school for your 10 or 11 year-old child, rather the place
where they will be happily thriving when they are 16 or older!
The benefits of moving on at 13+ are considerable, including:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Developing confidence at a critical time of life.
Forming friendships and memories to last a lifetime.
Developing responsibility opportunities at the top of the Prep school.
Specialist teachers who already know the children well.
The challenge and stretch of Common Entrance or scholarship exams.
The time at senior school not being ‘too long’.
Most sensible senior schools want children to finish their time at their Prep
school.

We are passionate about the final two years at Beaudesert and the wonderful
opportunities this time offers your children in every area of school life, not least
in the social and emotional development. Do come and talk to us if you have any
questions.

Boarding vs. Day
Whether you wish for your child to board when they move on from Beaudesert
is likely to be a personal choice, but it is worth considering the advantages to
boarding as this widens the choice of senior schools you may be able to consider.
A number of schools are changing their flexibility with boarding, so be sure to ask
about how much you can see your boarding child; it may be much more than you
would expect! Remember:
■
■
■
■

Boarding can allow children to have more contact time with their teachers.
The ‘team’ around the child: Tutor, Housemaster/mistress.
The breadth of co-curricular opportunities available.
Boarding develops a culture in which children can develop ‘soft skills’: tolerance,
appreciating the strengths in others, bringing people together.
■ What is it like to be a day pupil at a boarding school? It varies - try to ask the
children themselves.
■ There is an increasing amount of flexibility. Check you understand how it all
works.
It is a very personal thing. The most important thing to understand is how
the pastoral care systems work at each school. Will they know your child?
Tony Little (Ex-Head of Eton) rightly pointed out that:
■ Young people learn at least as much outside the classroom as in it.
■ Young people learn more from each other than they do from adults.

What to look for at an Open Day or during the tour of a school
When you visit a senior school for the first time, be prepared to ask the right
questions, either directly or in your observations. A school will be adept at showing
you the things they want you to see, but do not allow yourself to be swept along
without finding out the things that matter the most to you.
■ Above all, apply the authenticity test: does the school feel comfortable in its
own skin?
■ The Head – presence; values; vision; interest in your child.
■ Being co-educational or single sex might not be the determining factor. How
the school enables children to be their true selves is important.
■ Does the school genuinely root its culture in good relationships, not front of
house charm. Eye contact? Warmth? Do pupils feel they matter?
■ Ask the children questions. What do they do if they have difficulties?
■ Is the school driven by exam results, or is co-curriculum built into the structure
of the week?
■ Do the facilities facilitate? Check with the children you meet that they do get
to use the shiny facilities!
■ Does the school expect conformity or prefer individuals in the community?
■ Try to see through the slick marketing and prospectus and get a sense for
yourself of what drives the school.
■ Do the values of the school align with yours?
■ Does it feel right?
Remember, you cannot change a school to suit your child and your family
once you are there.
Oh, and please do remember…
The schools are also drawing their first impressions of you!

was when she turned to a member of staff and said how
“ Itmuch
she’d love to slide down the banister that we knew
we had to have her at our school. ”
-Registrar, speaking about a Beaudesertian.

Pre-Testing and Interviews
We prepare every child at Beaudesert so they are ready for anything that may come
their way. For us, the most important thing is that they are genuine and true
to themselves when they arrive at senior schools for interviews and assessments.
This really matters to the senior schools as well!
Many schools now use the ISEB Common Pre-Test as a part of their admissions
process, more often than not in the Autumn term of Year 6. A list of the schools
which use the pre-test, that Beaudesertians often move on to, is included at the end
of this booklet.
What is the ISEB Common Pre-Test?
It is a computerised test, based on the national curriculum, undertaken at Beaudesert
usually between October and November of Year 6. Some schools do the pre-test
in Year 7. Others not at all. You can find out more information at www.iseb.co.uk
Schools then invite candidates back for interviews/challenge days/assessments in
the Spring term. The process is becoming much more holistic.
Some schools use their own tests (usually Maths and English; NVR and VR) as
part of their assessment days in January or February. On the back of this, offers
are then provided (either conditional or unconditional) to parents by Easter.
Atom Learning
At Beaudesert, we use Atom Learing to help familiarise all children with the pretesting process, regardless of the schools they are moving to.
All children in Years 5 and 6 work on this software during their ‘Moving On’
lessons for Verbal and Non-verbal reasoning. In Year 5, pre-test practice is
incorporated into lessons so they do not need to choose this as an after-school
activity.
Optional: You can opt for the NVR/VR activity. This is best done for a short
period before the assessment takes places.
Optional: If you want ‘free rein’ of the software, you can purchase the ‘home
platform’ or Keystones 11+.
English and Maths practice is done with English and Maths teachers.

What are ‘Moving On’ lesson?
‘Moving On’ lessons are weekly, half-hour lessons to help prepare your children for
all aspects of senior school assessment and transfer. They take place throughout
Years 5, 6 and 7 and include:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

VR and NVR practice/logic puzzles.
Pre-test practice.
Interview and conversation skills.
Public speaking and debating.
Team building challenges.
Current affairs.
Learning about inspirational people, amazing inventions, history of art and
more.

special preparation is required for the Common Pre“ No
Tests, which are designed to identify potential as well as
attainment. ”
-ISEB.

Support from Beaudesert
We offer a huge amount of support throughout this process. At the outset this can
feel quite daunting but try to remember that you are not alone.
The support we offer for parents:
■
■
■
■
■

Meetings and discussions throughout the process.
We will help to liaise with senior schools.
We visit schools and keep good, open and honest relationships.
We give advice and help with all aspects of registration and testing.
We help your children!

The support we offer for children:
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Year 5 and 6: VR and NVR practice in lessons.
Atom (pre-test) practice in English, Maths & ‘Moving On’ lessons.
‘Moving On’ lessons to prepare for all aspects of transfer.
Excellent teaching.
Exam preparation.
Scholarship specific preparation.
Boarding experience.
‘Formal’ interview practice before school assessment days.
We keep the pressure off as much as possible and make this feel like a
natural part of what they do at school.

What you can do? That’s right, it isn’t all about us!
The following things are hugely important in order to support your children in all
that they do at school and readying them for moving on as interesting, world-aware
and engaging people:
■
■
■
■
■
■

Read with your children and keep them reading themselves.
Play maths games on car journeys.
Some pre-test ‘familiarisation’.
Have interesting conversations around the breakfast table.
Give them rich and varied experiences.
Encourage them to read magazines like; The National Geographic Kids
Magazine, The Week Junior, etc.
■ Talk about current affairs – ask for their opinions.

■ Encourage them to learn to work and study independently.
■ Encourage them and give them confidence.
■ Celebrate their efforts and passions, without too much focus on measuring
success.
■ Keep the pressure off for as long as possible.
If you do all of these things, it will undoubtedly help your child to be in the very
best place possible.

pay relatively little attention to the ISEB scores, but
“ We
spend a considerable amount of time studying your
excellent references. ”
-Senior School Director of Admissions.

List of schools which use the ISEB pre-test which Beaudesertians often
move on to and the current timings for the test.
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■
■

Bloxham School			
Bradfield College			
Bryanston School			
Dauntsey’s School			
Eton College				
Harrow School			
Marlborough College			
Oratory School			
Radley College			
St Edward’s School, Oxford		
Stowe School				
Wellington College			
Winchester College			

Autumn Term (Year 7)
Autumn/Spring Term (Year 6)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
Spring Term (Year 7)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
Autumn/Spring Term (Year 6)
Autumn Term (Year 7)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
Autumn Term (Year 7)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
Autumn Term (Year 6)
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