
Autumn Term 2020
Information for Parents



Dear Parents,

Firstly, I hope you and your children have all enjoyed a wonderful summer, wherever you have been.

We are looking forward to welcoming you all back to Beaudesert in September and are feeling excited about 
all that lies ahead.  We have worked hard and continue to finesse our plans for full reopening to all children, 
following all guidance from the Department for Education and further advice and support from independent 
school associations.

Our absolute commitment to offering the most exciting, broad and ambitious curriculum possible for all 
Beaudesertians remains firmly in place, supported by outstanding pastoral care.

At this time, in all that we do, it has never been more important for us all to remain true to the core values that 
make Beaudesert such a special place, notably mutual support, the togetherness of  our community, and our care 
for one another.

While some changes to our normal operating routines have been necessary, and we continue to keep the health 
and safety of  all members of  the Beaudesert community at the forefront of  all decisions, I am delighted that so 
much for your children will feel very normal indeed.

The details within this document offer more information.
2



Health and Safety

Individual Health

It remains essential that no children, staff  or parents 
come to school if  displaying any of  the COVID-19 
symptoms.  Immediate testing should be sought with 
self-isolation procedures in place until test results are 
received.  It will be necessary for parents to inform the 
School of  test results.  Children will be able to return 
to school, if  feeling well, upon receiving a negative test 
result.

If  a positive COVID-19 test result is found amongst 
children or staff, the School will engage with the local 
health protection team to determine possible close 
contacts and further testing and measures to be taken.

We minimise the risk of  infections in school by our 
collective conduct outside school and by not coming to 
school if  unwell and showing any symptoms.

If  children display any COVID-19 symptoms while in 
school, they will be looked after by our School Nurses 
and parents will be asked to collect them at the earliest 
possible opportunity.

More information will be sent directly to parents 
about the procedures to follow, including step-by-
step guidance in cases where children present with 
COVID-19 symptoms and also in cases of  positive 
tests.

Cleaning

An enhanced system of  cleaning will be in place, as it 
was before the summer holiday, with particular focus 
on frequent touch points and shared areas of  the 
School.  All the cleaning products used are listed as 
combating COVID-19, while being safe for use in a 
school environment.

Medical Centre

Our School Nurses will be in school to support children, 
staff  and parents throughout each school day.  They are 
available to offer help and advice as required.

Normal medical care for all children will continue as 
usual.  We shall have one dedicated room available for 
isolation, should there be any symptomatic children 
who need to be looked after.

Our nursing team will continue to rigorously follow all 
guidance from Public Health England.

Face Coverings

There is currently no expectation that any children or 
staff  will be required to wear face coverings or other 
protective equipment such as gloves at school other than 
when serving food, offering close medical support, or 
for more vulnerable members of  staff  when working in 
close contact.  Face coverings will, however, be required 
to be worn by children over 11 when using our school 
minibuses.

The use of  PPE, particularly face coverings, will be kept 
under constant review as evidence and advice develops.  
In particular, we are currently reviewing advice and best 
practice at Beaudesert in light of  recent announcements 
to determine the safest way to proceed for all children 
and staff.

We have made clear to all our members of  staff  that 
they are able to wear face coverings while at school at 
their discretion, while ensuring that this does not hinder 
teaching and pastoral interaction with children.

Similarly, if  children would be more comfortable 
wearing a face covering in social areas, such as school 
corridors, we shall allow this.  It is, however, essential 
that children are independently able to put on and 
remove a face mask without inadvertently increasing 
risk.

Hand-washing and Sanitising

All children will wash their hands at regular times 
throughout the school day, as directed by their teachers 
and members of  duty staff.  This is particularly 
important when moving between shared areas of  
the School, at playtime, whenever using the loo, and 
before eating.  Additional hand-washing facilities will 

Clear procedures will be in place in all areas of  school life to reduce the risk of  cross contamination, including the 
reduction of  physical interactions and enhanced cleaning and hygiene measures.
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Daily Routines

Drop-off  and Collection

We will be giving more detailed guidance about our 
drop-off  and collection routines in order to minimise 
the number of  adults congregating within the school 
grounds at any time.  This will include an ongoing 
encouragement to use the drive-through system for 
drop-off  wherever possible.  

Drop-off  and colletion will only take place from 
the front of  the School (e.g. Pre-prep, croquet lawn 
or PAC).  The rear gates accessing the Common 
must not be used for any reason during this time. 

Additional covered collection points will enable parents 
to collect children at their designated collection times 
without the need for large numbers to gather in more 
restricted spaces.

It is essential that all parents respect social distancing 
whenever on the School estate, pass one another at a 
respectful distance when required, and do avoid social 
mingling during drop-off  or collection.

Our range of  different collection times will return to 
normal in September, offering flexibility for parents.  

From September we will be operating our full school day as normal, including drop-off  and collection times. 

School attendance is now mandatory and requests for absence should be made to the Headmaster as normal.

be in place before the start of  term and hand-sanitising 
stations will be located at key points throughout the 
School.

Children in the Prep school only may bring their own 
small bottles of  hand sanitiser to school should parents 
wish for them to do so. This will be entirely their 
responsibility and we would advise naming with a clear 
sticker. To be clear, the use of  personal hand sanitising 
gels will not replace the need for regular hand-washing.

Access to School Buildings

It is important that access to the school buildings remains 
limited and by appointment only.  All staff  continue 
to be available to meet parents and to speak either in 
person, on the telephone, using video-conferencing or 
email.  If  you need to come into school for a meeting or 
to come to the School Office during term time, please 
call in advance.

It is important to minimise mixing and maximise 
distancing of  all adults. To help with this, access to the 
rear of  the school building will remain limited, with 
drop-off  and collection taking place from the Front 
Courtyard and PAC area, where there is naturally more 
outdoor space available.

Our Responsibility to One Another

The very best way that we can all protect the 
health of  one another, and therefore the integrity 
of  the School, is by ensuring that our actions and 
decisions both at school and in our daily lives follow 
all guidance available so as not to compromise 
safety or increase risks to others.

It is important to note the responsibility of  all parents 
to strictly observe all government rules and procedures 
with relation to quarantining and periods of  self-
isolation, where necessary.
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All our procedures will aim to retain flexibility while 
ensuring safety for all.

In order to ensure the safest and smoothest system of  
collection for all children and parents, we will be asking 
all parents to clearly sign up for clubs and late stay 
(which will be operating as normal) in advance, thus 
allowing staffing and practical matters to be set in place 
for everyone’s benefit.

Transport

Our school minibuses will be running as normal, 
including the addition of  our new North Cerney route.  
Full details about procedures in place for children while 
using the school minibuses will be sent separately, 
including guidance on the use of  face masks on 
minibuses for children over 11-years-old.

While private car sharing is still discouraged, government 
guidance is available to explain the measures that should 
be taken where it is necessary.  We acknowledge that 
car sharing is necessary for some families and direct 
you to the following guidance: https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-
for-passengers

Bubbles

We will be operating with ‘bubbles’ of  various sizes 
throughout the School.  The purpose of  our bubbles is 
to minimise contacts while also allowing the full range 
of  subjects, activities, assemblies and other important 
experiences to continue as normal for all our children.  
We also recognise the absolute importance for children 
to be able to mix socially with a wide range of  children 
beyond those within their class groups, including at play 
times.  Our bubbles are currently planned as follows:

• Nursery
• Reception
• Year 1 and 2
• Year 3 and 4
• Year 5 and 6
• Year 7 and 8

While the interaction across year groups will be 
significantly limited (they will not mix for lessons, lunch 
seating, changing, or similar times of  close contact), 
especially with our younger children, by operating double 
year group bubbles we are able to confidently protect 
the integrity of  each bubble without compromising the 
opportunities available to our children.  Children will 

remain within bubbles for all aspects of  their school 
day, including lessons, sport, activities, assemblies, 
lunch, playtime, and drop-off  and collection routines.

Classrooms and other Teaching Areas

With the exception of  a small number of  shared areas, 
classrooms throughout the School are designated to 
each bubble.  With our younger children (Pre-prep, Year 
3 and Year 4) the vast majority of  lessons continue to 
take place in their classrooms.  With Years 5 to 8, each 
of  the two bubbles has a distinct area of  the School 
designated to all their lessons, thus minimising crossing 
points.

Shared areas will continue to be used for some of  the 
following subjects, particularly in Years 5 to 8: Science, 
Art, D.T., P.E., Dance and Drama, Music, and Forest 
School.  Strict cleaning will be in place between use 
by different bubbles, alongside adjusted routines for 
access, ventilation and use of  resources.

As children move around the School, they will adhere to 
the simple ‘keep to the left’ rule and will be reminded to 
keep appropriate distance from one another, including 
while waiting outside classrooms.

Food and Drink

Our full catering service will be in operation for the 
start of  the school year, with a range of  choices for all 
children and all dietary requirements continuing to be 
met.

We have added additional space and seating in the 
Dining Room through the addition of  a marquee which 
will allow for safe spacing for all children and staff.

Children will eat strictly in their designated bubbles to 
limit contacts.

Morning and afternoon snacks will also be available as 
normal for all children.

All children should come to school each day with a fully 
replenished and named water bottle.

School Uniform and Sports Kit

Children will return to wearing normal school uniform 
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Learning and Curriculum

Classroom Organisation

Classrooms will be arranged to maximise opportunities 
for appropriate spacing, particularly with our older 
children, with desks facing forward wherever possible.  

Where teachers are teaching across a range of  different 
classes and bubbles, they will adapt their teaching to 
maintain as much distancing as possible, with increased 
teaching from the front of  the classroom.

Equipment

Children in the Prep school should come with fully 
equipped pencil cases to minimise the need for sharing 
of  stationery within the classroom.  Pre-prep children 

will be assigned their own stationery within their 
classroom.  All other resources will be provided for 
children and cleaned between shared use.

One-to-one

Learning Support lessons, individual instrumental and 
singing lessons, and LAMDA will continue as normal, 
in person, from the start of  the Autumn Term.

Considerable work has already taken place to organise 
timetables and prepare additional teaching spaces which 
allow for appropriate distancing to take place.

Our full timetable with all subjects will be taught in September, including subject specialist teaching and setting 
arrangements as is usually the case. Individual pupil timetables and set lists can be viewed by parents through 
Firefly. 

As well as the full range of  academic subjects, children will continue to be taught Forest School, Ecology, Art, 
D.T., Music, Drama, P.E. and more.

Additional support sessions are being arranged for Year 6 and Year 7 children preparing for forthcoming senior 
school assessments. 

in September.  It is anticipated that children should be 
able to come to school in their uniform on most days.  
On occasional exceptions when it might be preferable 
for children to come in sports kit to avoid unnecessary 
changing this will be communicated separately. Children 
may wear their Summer uniform until half  term.

Normal Autumn Term sports kit will suffice for all P.E. 
and Games sessions, including normal footwear.

Mouth guards will be required for girls’ hockey.  A 
separate letter is being sent shortly.

For parents wishing to drop sports kit at school before 
the start of  the new school year, this can be done at the 
marquee at the front of  school on either Thursday 3rd 
or Friday 4th September between 8.30am and 4.30pm.  
All kit and bags must be clearly named.
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Grades, Reports and Parents’ Evenings

We will return to our full system of  offering grades 
and written reports.  We hope to be able to offer the 
opportunity for Parent’s Evenings to take place as 
normally scheduled.

Sport

P.E. lessons will resume for all age groups.

The swimming pool will be safely operational from 
the start of  September.  We are currently confirming 
arrangements for class swimming lessons, in accordance 
with Swim England safety guidelines which need to be 
followed.  Most significantly, all swimming lessons must 
be taught from poolside with in-water support only 
used as absolutely necessary.  We currently expect to 
be able to safely offer class swimming in this manner 
for Year 1 and above.  We shan’t be able to offer class 
swimming for Nursery or Reception at the start of  the 
Autumn Term.  We shall continue to review this with 

the aim for all children to be swimming again as soon 
as possible.

A full range of  team and individual sports will be 
enjoyed during Games lessons, including cricket, hockey, 
football, lacrosse, touch rugby, tennis, cross country 
and more.  Please note, no additional kit or equipment 
is required.  All sports, including cricket, will be played 
in normal Autumn Term games kit and equipment 
will be supplied as necessary. However, children will 
be able to bring in personal sporting equipment for 
Games lessons, which should be clearly named as ever.  
Absolutely no new cricket kit should be bought for this 
term.

Activities

A broad and mixed range of  activities will continue 
throughout the School, including both Pre-prep and 
Prep after-school activities, for which children will be 
required to sign up in advance.

Pastoral Care

Outstanding pastoral care underpins the wellbeing and happiness of  every child.  At the heart of  this is 
communication, so we will be ensuring that the communication between teachers and parents remains as strong 
as ever this term.

Your child’s Form Tutor remains your first port of  call if  you have any concerns or questions, and all Form Tutors 
will be in touch with you on a regular basis.

Within school, weekly year group pastoral meetings will take place, offering staff  the opportunity to share 
observations and work together to look after all children’s wellbeing.

Particular focus will be given in P.S.H.C.E. lessons to helping children settle back into school life, including 
opportunities to discuss any concerns they may have relating to COVID-19.
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In the event that we are faced with a situation when a group is required to be at home for a period of  time, or in 
the worst case scenario of  whole school closure, we will be prepared to start our virtual teaching provision within 
24 hours.

It is our hope that this will not be necessary, but we are prepared for this eventuality.

Virtual Teaching

Safeguarding

Mr Robinson and Mrs Standen-McDougal will act as our 
Designated Safeguarding Lead and Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead across the whole school.  As soon 
as Level 3 external safeguarding training is available, an 
additional DSL will be added with specific responsibility 
for within the Pre-prep.

Boarding

Our Boarding House will reopen to boarders from the 
start of  the first full week of  term (Week 2).  During the 
Autumn Term, boarding will initially be for Year 7 and 
8 only.  This allows us to assign a bed to each Boarder 
with no need for bed-sharing.

The availability of  boarding for other year groups will 
be kept under ongoing review.

Assemblies

It is our expectation that children will enjoy two 
assemblies each week, within their bubble group.

New Children

The process of  settling into a new school, both for 
children and parents, is hugely important.  We have 
written separately to the parents of  new children 
explaining arrangements for how we will welcome you 
and your children the day before the start of  term.  

For those children and parents moving from the Pre-
prep to the Prep school, we will sadly not be able to 
offer our usual familiarisation tour.  Form Teachers will 
meet children at the front of  School for the first few 
days to take them to their new classrooms.  
 
We are still intending to hold our meetings for parents of  
children in Year 3 and Year 4 on Friday 11th September 
and will confirm details once we have been able to 
finalise arrangements and locations that will enable safe 
distancing for all involved.
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More information will be sent directly to parents.  This will include more precise details about drop-off  and 
collection, activities, medical procedures and other aspects noted above.

If  you have any questions in the meantime, please do not hesitate to ask by contacting the School Office.

The School’s full COVID-19 risk assessment is available to view on the parent portal and also on the School’s 
website.

We thoroughly look forward to welcoming you all back very soon.

Calendar and Events
We will continue to review which events and day trips within the Autumn Term calendar can continue to safely 
take place, including developments regarding the possibility of  small audiences for some events.

The Autumn Term calendar will only be available online due to the fluctuating nature of  this term.

Children will continue to work towards performances, whether class assemblies, concerts or smaller plays 
throughout the School.  It is our ambition for our children to be able to share their performances with you in the 
very best way possible when the time is right.

Competitive sporting fixtures with other schools are not anticipated to start during the first half  of  the Autumn 
Term.  We are in constant contact with fellow Heads and Directors of  Sport, while following external advice, in 
order to find the earliest, safe opportunity to reintroduce matches with other schools as soon as we are able to 
do so safely.  In this matter, while acknowledging that grassroots competition has restarted, we must carefully 
consider the heightened risk posed to all schools involved in these early days.

The scheduled ‘in’ Saturdays will continue for children in Years 5 to 8, with a particular focus on enhanced 
opportunities for internal competition across a range of  sports, including House matches, for example.

The Autumn Fair will sadly not take place this year.

Any Questions?
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